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Wyoming State AFL-CIO Announces the Formation of the Wyoming Federation of Union Sportsmen
(Cheyenne, Wyo.) September 27 – The Wyoming State AFL-CIO formally announces the formation of its new statewide organization, the Wyoming Federation of Union Sportsmen. 
On September 8, 2012 at the Wyoming State AFL-CIO’s 49th Constitutional Convention held in Cheyenne, delegates voted unanimously to form the sportsmen’s organization. The Wyoming State AFL-CIO—with over 18,000 members—decided to get more involved in issues related to wildlife, habitat, access to public lands, conservation and the many forms of recreation that their membership enjoys. 
Kim Floyd, Executive Secretary of the Wyoming State AFL-CIO, views the formation of the Wyoming Federation of Union Sportsmen as an important step in representing the membership’s recreational way of life. 
“We work hard and then we play hard,” said Floyd. “At the end of the day, many of our members choose to live and work in Wyoming in large part due to the incredible recreational opportunities our state has to offer. They know they can make better wages elsewhere but choose to raise their families here because of those opportunities. It was evident there is much concern over losing our ability to hunt, fish, and access public lands to recreate in the way we are accustomed to.” Floyd added, “Through conservation projects, strategic partnerships, and coalition building, Wyoming Federation of Union Sportsmen members will volunteer their skills and resources to expand and improve hunting and fishing access, wildlife habitat, and outdoor recreational opportunities for all to enjoy, now and in the future.”  
“The State of Wyoming categorizes economic development. We all know that the extraction of minerals like trona, oil, gas, coal and uranium is our number one economic indicator.” said Wyoming State AFL-CIO President Dale Hill. “But unlike any other state, our number two economic indicator is a category called hunting, angling, recreation and tourism. According to the statistics, this category brings in over $2.8 billion dollars a year into Wyoming’s economy and it is a renewable resource, unlike the extraction of minerals. Today there is a real threat to our number two economic indicator on many fronts.  The time has come for the average citizen to get more involved in this debate and that is our intent.” 
Wyoming State AFL-CIO Vice President and State Senator John Hastert explained that many small businesses in Wyoming rely on the revenues that are generated by recreational activities. 
Said Hastert: “As a member of the legislature I see firsthand how important our renowned wildlife resources and incredible recreational opportunities are, not only to the citizens of this state, but to the millions of people who visit annually. Many small businesses have been started and thousands of jobs have been created because of these renewable resources. We intend to stand with those small business owners and the workers that rely on this revenue stream to protect these valuable resources. The working families in Wyoming have a dog in this fight and it’s time for us to stand up to those that would take those opportunities away.”
Mission Statement
The Wyoming Federation of Union Sportsmen works to protect wildlife and their habitat, to ensure quality hunting and fishing, to protect the rights of our citizens to access public lands and waters for recreation, and to support responsible economic development that ensures protection of our environment and Wyoming’s renewable resource of hunting, angling, recreation and tourism.
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