
McCarthy Era Po itic s

The Ordeal ofSenator LesterHunt

The fear of communism constituted one of the most explosive

elements in American life and politics in the first two decades

follow ing World War I I .

The ant i -communist hysteria reached its peak in the

early 19505 , the so-called Mccarthy Era . Although
Senator Joseph R . McCarthy became a symbol during
these years of America’

s fight aga inst “godless com

munism , in rea lity it was a much broader phenomenon .

By Rick Ew ig
Wide segm ents of American society—entertainment ,

business , labor and educat ion—’ were caught up in the

ant i-communist ferment . Democrat Harry S . Truman ,

with his 1947 loyalty review program and his red-ba iting
ofProgressive Party candidate HenryWallace in the 1948
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Sen. McCarthy arrives at a Milwaukee dinner in his honor Dec. 11 , 1951 . Afew days beforeMcCarthy began his virulent

anti-communist campaign, Congressman RichardNixon ofCalifornia spoke at Lincoln Day Dinners in
Laramie and warned tha t

“

one of the majorproblemsfacing this country today Communists high in t
of this country .

presidential election , added a distinctly bipartisan fl avor
to the ant i-communist attack l —a fact unt il recently
overlooked by historians .

‘

Becauseof the celebrated congressional investigations
of the period and McCarthy

’

s own presence in the Un ited
S tates Senate , few institut ions in'

American government

touched by the communist controversy have receivedmore

scholarly attent ion than the senate in the early 19505 .

Clearly at t imes the
“pol itics of fear" virtually paralyzed

both parties in the upper house , and—given the nearly
even divis ion among Democrat and Republican members
—
party strategists somet imes yielded to the temptat ion

to use the communist issue (or related symbol ic questions)
to win marginal seats . A -few senators—Will iam Benton , as a Democrat in 1932 , and in 1934 he wo

Ralph Flanders, Margaret Chase Smith and others—spoke two terms as Wyoming’

s Secretary of State.

out forcefully against “

McCarthyistic
”

tact ics , but unt il governor in 1942 , he served six years in the

1954 , they were largely unsuccessful . Wyoming ’

s Lester res igning midway through his second term

C . Hunt ’s moremodest role in the controversy has largely cessful race for the United States Senate.

been ignored by academics , a somewhat unusual fa
view of rumors l inking the senator’

s suic ide to
“

Mc

thyistic
”

tact ics by his opponents .

2

Lester C . Hunt , born in 1892 and raised i
I ll inois family, put himself through
school of dent istry by working as a switchman on

railroad . Graduating in 1917, he opened a practice
Lander, Wyoming ,

having first become famil iar with t
town by pitching for its semi-pro baseball team betwe

spring and fall semesters and working as a bartender

the evenings . Hunt cont inued his dental career unt il t



ohighmtheg
ovemme

Coming from a spars ely-populated conservativeWest

ern state , Hunt ’s ma in preoccupation was constituent ser
vice,

but he was not adverse to taking liberal stands if prin
ciples about which he felt strongly were involved . In his

1948 senate campaign , Hunt advocated a national health
program in which the federal government would help
finance medical research and educat ion and assist in the

building of hospitals . He also supported a reduction of

taxes by giving proportionately greater relief to themill ions
oflow income families and repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act
which had “

encouraged litigation in labor disputes and 4

disappointed the estab l ished American pol icy of collec
tive barga ining .

”3 While in the senate , Hunt co-s igned a

letter addressed to President Truman calling for worldwide
communication and disarm ament .

4 Senator Hunt and the
views he held can be classified as those of a moderate

l iberal .
Serving on the Armed Services Committee , on the

District ofColumb ia Committee, briefl y on the Rules and
Administration Comm ittee until he became a member of

the Comm ittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce and

on the Kefauver Crime Investigation Comm ittee, through
which he became a m inor nat ional figure ,

Hunt ma in
tained his pol itical independence . He supported Eisen
bower ’

s fore ign pol icy, and when offered a position on the

Democratic Steering Committee of the Senate ,
he refused ,

saying he wished to be free ofany obligat ions so he could
act independently on all senate matters . Hunt “

was will

came in confl ict with the best interests of the people he
had been chosen to serve .

” 5

As Sen . Hunt entered office, a growing preoccupa
tion with domest ic communism was beginn ing to take
shape inWashingt on . The House Un-American Activities
Committee searched for commun ist influence in govern

ing
e red menace by such men as McCarthy. According
Lester Hunt , Jr. ,

one of the things that was important to him about

McCarthy, not somuch thewhole red thing , [that]my father
was not part icularly worried about . He was afraid of com

munists , too, so it didn’

t worry him that McCarthy was out

to get the reds if there were any, as much as it did the way

hewent about it , and the Use hemade ofhis senate pos it ion
[which] my father really resented .

’

Hunt did not bel ieve the office ofUnited States Senator

Sen . Hunt had a strong personal disl ike for McCar

thy. He saw the junior senator from Wisconsin as
“
an

Opportunist , and l iar, and drunk We used to sit on

our front porch and could see Mccarthy guzzling away
w ith his girlfriend in the back yard . To my father that
was just awful , that kind of behavior. I t demeaned the

senate, demeaned the position ,
made people

'

think poorly
of pol itic ians .

”

On one occas ion , a plane carrying both
Hunt andMccarthy was forced down in Pittsburgh , com

pelling the two senators to share a hotel room for the night .

According to his son , Hunt was in fits . You [would
have] thought he had just been with a murderer or a Nazi .
He felt unclean about having assoc iated with that per
son . He real ly had a strong distaste for him persona lly. 8

Apparently, Sen . Hunt first confronted the McCar

thy techn iques during the Malmedy hearings . A number
of German prisoners , who had been convicted and sen

tenced for kill ing approximately 150 unarmed American
soldiers at the Belgian village ofMalmedy during the Bat
tle
o
f the Bulge , accused their Un ited States Army inter

rogators and prosecutors ofbeat ing and torturing them ,

and tricking them into s ign ing confessions . An Armed

Forces Subcommittee, composed ofHunt , Democrat Estes

Kefauver ofTennessee and Connect icut Repub l ican Ray
mond Baldwin

,
invest igated the charges . SenatorMcCar~

thy, although he was not a member of the subcomm it
tee, took up the cause of the Gerir

'

iamprisoners . The chair
man , Senator Baldwin , in general , defended the mil itary
proceedings , while McCarthy, poss ibly to endear himself
toWiscons in’

s large German population and perhaps gain
some nationa l headl ines , attacked the Army. While never
quest ioning the affidavits of the German prisoners , the
Wisconsin Senator accused the American interrogators
and prosecutors of lying and demanded they take lie
detector tests . When the subcommittee rejected this idea ,

McCarthy charged his col leagues were conducting a

“whitewash” and stormed out of the proceedings .

Today when I find the junior Sena-tor from Wyoming
and the Senator from Connect icut very obviously afra id of

the results of a lie-detector
'

test , I can only conclude that

I have confirmed all of the things that disturbedme greatly

all along ,
. and that was that this comm ittee is not concerned

'

th t t
'

wr ge ing e ac s

11

While the subcomm ittee ultimately upheld most of the
original m il itary verdicts , Baldwin had been so stung by
the incident he shortly thereafter seized the opportun ity
to leave elective pol it ics for a seat on the Connect icut
Supreme Court .

10 Although rather subdued throughout
the hearings , Sen . Hunt must have been somewhat painedz
by the encounter.

Sen . McCarthy easily made the transition from de

fending German prisoners to attacking people he con

sidered communists . Although he had dabbled in the issue
before,

11 McCarthy
’

s ant i-communist campaign real ly
_

began February 9 , 1950 ,
in Wheel ing , West Virginia ,

when he accused the State Department ofharboring 205
known communists or party loyal ists . On February 20 ,

he

took his case to the senate floor and detailed 57 cases of
“known” communists in the Department ofState a move
which led the Senate Foreign Relat ions Committee to set

up a subcommittee to investigate the charges .

12

The Democrats on the subcomm ittee ,
led by chair



man Millard Tydings of
“

Maryland , found Mccarthy ’s
charges to be unsubstant iated . The Democraticmajority
report accused the Wisconsin Senator of conduct ing a

fraud and hoax
”

and
“perhaps the most nefarious cam

paign of half-truths and untruth[s] in the history of the
Republic .

" 13 The Tydings report became an issue in par
tisan pol itics , with the Democrats general ly support ing
it and the Republicans call ing the investigation imade
quate. Maine SenatorMargaret Chase Smith and six other

Repub l ican moderates issued a Declaration of Con

science” acknowledging the commun ist threat , but also
charging that the senate had become a

“forum of hate

and character assass ination sheltered by the shield ofcon
gressional immunity?“ Most moderate Republicans , how
ever, still considered the Tydings report as excessively par
t isan and res isted the efforts of the Democrats to shift the
focus of attent ion from commun ism to McCarthy

’

s tac

t ics . With the tacit support of the Republican party,
Mccarthy cont inued to speak of “

reds
”

in government ,

un impeded by the subcommittee’

s majority report .

1 5

The Wiscons in Senator also turned his attent ion to

the 1950 elect ions , and one in which he was directly
involved was John Marshal l Butler’

s successful quest for
Tydings ’

senate seat . McCarthy,
“

nourishing a des ire for
revenge,

” joined Butler in his campaign by giving Speeches,
financial support and aid in producing campa ign
l iterature .

"i The Washing ton Times -Herald, owned by
Robert R1McCormick and pub l ished by his niece Ruth
Mccormick Miller, supported Butler and attacked Tydings
on the editorial page while also pub l ishing , at a nom inal
cost , the campa ign pamphlet From the Record ,

” which
accused Tydings of conduct ing a

“whitewash” instead of

an invest igat ion and l isted other unsubstan t iated

Sen . Welker standing in front of
Lincoln statue. Welker was a

'

leader

of the group which opposed efforts
to censure Sen . M ccarthy in 195 4.

facts about the communist leanings ofTydings and his
wife. The Maryland Democrat attempted to counter the
“whitewash” charge by pointing out that Mccarthy had
refused to repeat the charges without the benefit of con
gressional immunity, but he lost the elect ion after the

Butler forces distributed a doctored composite" p icture
ofTydings listening intentively to Earl Browder, the leader
of the United States Communist Party.” Two observers con
cluded that McCarthy and the Mccormick press had par
ticipated in the foulest episode in recent Amer

ican pol it ical h istory approaching Hitler terror

ism ?“

McCarthy
’

s distorted ant i -communist campa ign
against Tydings was not an isolated incident in 1950 . In

Idaho,
Senator Glen H . Taylor, who had run for vice

president on Henry Wal lace’

s Progressive Party t icket in
1948 , was seeking reelect ion aga inst Republican hopeful
Herman Welker, a Payette attorney. With the aid of the

Idaho Daily S tatesman, a Boise newspaper wh ich had
always been crit ical ofTaylor, Welker successful ly linked
Taylor to the communist cause and defeated the incum

bent . The political editor of the Daily Statesman conceded

that he had purposely ran a campa ign “

under the direc

t ion ofmy pub l isher and editor, to destroy a person and

that person’

s philosophy.
”19

Such techniques ofpolitical campaigning as practiced
against Tydings and Taylor worried other senators . Not

only did the McCarthyistic tact ics frighten senators , but

so did the presence ofMccarthy. Many bel ieved at



thy’s electoral influence, at the time, it seemed very real . 20
Clinton Anderson , Democrat from New Mexico, publicly
pondered what use opponents might make of a picture
he had once seen of a skinny-dipping col league.

21

As a result of the tactics used against Tydings , the
Senate Privileges and Elections Subcommittee investigated
the Maryland elect ion . The subcommittee’

s report rec

ognized the ins idious part McCarthy had played in Butler’

s

campaign, and although the subcommittee members left

away

Daily Worker. 2
3 Unable to

ofsenate norms any longer,
1 began invest igat ing Ben

McCarthy by the senate

13

tion had begun to form against him and the practices he
epitomized .

25

While Benton and others waged a direct frontal
attack , various senators attempted to halt McCarthy and

his abuses indirectly by introducing proposals for struc
tural reform in the senate . In January, 1951 , Paul Doug
las , I ll inois ’ highly respected senator, suggested that peo
ple attacked by a committee be able to insert into the per
manent record a letter ofrebuttal , to test ify on their own
behalf, to cross-exam ine their accusers and to have the

right to call supportive witnesses . On behalf ofnineother
Democrats and eight Republ icans , Senator Es tes Kefauver
sponsored a resolut ion s imilar to that of

Sen . Hunt , meanwhile , hoped to halt the broader
abuses involved in the tradition ofcongress ional immun
ity. Hunt had recognized the dangers inherent in such an

atmosphere of abuse when he noted in 1951 that
[t]here have been many suicides due to the smear

ing received either in Committee hearings or from remarks
made in the United States Congress .

”27 Congressional Bill
introduced by Hunt in early 1951 , provided “

for

civil suits against the United States by persons suffering
damages as a result ofdefamat ions committed by Mem

bers ofCongress in the course oftheir official activities ”? 8

Outraged by senatoria l attacks on the President , cabinet
members and other high officials , 29 Hunt c ited three par
ticular dangers in an article in the New York Times Mag

azine ofJune 24 ,
1951 . First , unscrupulous” legislators ,

by bringing false charges against government employees ,
might undermine any confidence the American people
had in public servants . Second , a congressman ,

with no
fear of retribution , could verbal ly attack an individual ,
thereby giving himself unjust ified publicity and possibly
becoming a “

man to be feared .

” Third , the person attacked
could be placed in doub le jeopardy, first being tried in
the press and Congress , and then possib ly in a court of

law.

30

While Democrat ic Representat iveWinfield K. Den

ton from Indiana sponsored Hunt
’

s bill in the House ,

3 1

most legislators apparent ly felt the proposal too extreme,

and it failed in Congress . Hunt believed ,
however, that

if certain members of Congress would not ab ide by the
“

rules of just ice and fa ir play,” then the remaining
legislators should take “

drastic steps” to control the
culpable ones .

32 He cont inued to speak out on this issue,

but the needed support never coalesced .

”

Meanwhile , Hunt observed the use of the communist
issue in Wyom ing when Republican Frank Barrett

defeated veteran Democratic Senator Joseph O ’

Mahoney

in the 1952 elect ion . Ofcourse other issues were involved
in the campa ign ,

but Barrett used the red
” issue effec

tively by accusing O ’

Mahoney of being part of the

Democratic ‘

Red coddl ing’

and corruption and bungling
which had nearly lost the peace after World War

Sen . McCarthy, campaigning in Fremont County, Wyo
ming , on behalf of Barrett , supported the Repub l ican



candidate’

s promise to drive the communists out of gov
ernment . McCarthy

’

s recept ion clearly distressed Les ter
Hunt .

I remember in the fall of 1952 when the Senator spoke in

our county and the gentleman who introduced him put his

arm around him and said , I am beg inning to love Joe

Mccarthy
"

, [sic] and 1 fear Senator Mccarthy made a most

favorable impress ion on the people attending that picnic .

3 5

After the election ofDwight D. Eisenhower in 1952 ,

Sen . Hunt hoped the new president would help under

cut
'

McCarthy
’

s bases of support inside the Republican par
ty. Seeing theWisconsin Senator’

s star descending ,
Hunt ,

in March of 1953 , predicted an open break between the

Adm inistrat ion and McCarthy.

36 Eisenhower, however,
fearing McCarthy would only gain additional publicity
from such an intrapartyfi ght , adopted a much more

pass ive attitude than Hunt anticipated .

3 7 By March of

1954 , Hunt’s optimism had faded as he believed it is hard
ly to be expected that Eisenhower could control McC ar

thy even ifhe took a stand The encouragement that

the Senator has received all along from members of his

own party is responsible to a great degree for the situa
tion we are now in .

”s a

Some

I

of Hunt ’s concern over the volat ile anti
communist issuemay well have sprung from his own pol it
ical s ituation . Given the nearly even spl it in the senate,

his seat was almost certain to be hotly contested by the

Sen . M cCarthy and Dwight

E isenhower in 1952 cam

paigning on the Eisenhower

Special.

Republicans in 1954 . At the same time, moreover, physica
and emotional strain on the 61-year-old senator had
to mount . In January of 1951 , he had had a minor

side. Following that operation ,

he exerted himself phys ica
'lly. 3

on April 8 ,
1952 , must also have affected Hunt emotion

.ally.

“o

if Hunt himself did not seek reelection .

Refus ing to be
“blackmailed out of office,

rejected the offer, after whichWelker along with S
Styles Bridges of New Hampshire, Cha irman

Another stressful period occurred after his son’

s arres

and conviction on a morals charge. On June 9 ,
1953

Lester C . Hunt , Jr. , the president of the student body a
the Ep iscopal Theological School ofCambridge,

Massa

chusetts , and an activist
believed to be attacks on

a Washington , D C , park
homosexual act. Because





Hunt announced his decision to seek reelect ion in April
of 1954 . Explaining why he chose to run, Hunt wrote :

as I surveyed the field inWyoming ,
I couldn

’

t think of
another Democrat that could make the race for the Senate.

1 could not bring myself to letting down those fine friends ,
like yourself who have s tood by me all through the years .

“1

Optimism preva iled as it was bel ieved that even Hunt ,
Jr.

’

s , trial , if used ,
would work to Hunt ’s advantage .

Personally, I think that from a polit ical standpoint any
effort that Lester'

s opponents try tomake ofhis unfortunate
family experience will not only m it igate aga inst them but

will boomerang to the point that theywill forever leave their
opponent

'

s personal misfortune out ofa political campaign.

”

Such opt imism was apparently justified as Sen . Hunt
remained personally popular in his home state. Having
never lost an election , and after defeating the incumbent
senator in 1948 by over votes , his chances in 1954
looked good . FormerWyoming Senator Joseph O ’

Maho

ney observed that [r]eports fromWyoming have con
tinued to be very encouraging and I feel confident
that he will be reelected .

”5 3 The results ofa statewide poll
showed Hunt receiving percent of the votes cast .

“

Despite optimism about his chances in Democrat ic
circles , Hunt was apparently under intense and mount

ing pressure to reverse his decis ion . A pro
-Hunt legislator,

Robert S . Lowe,
l ater charged that Hunt ’s home and office

phones were tapped and hisWashington apartment once

ransacked , and that his son’

s trial would be exploited in
the campaign if Hunt ran again .

5 5 Apparently unableto
stand the escalating pressure and harassment , Hunt with
drew from the race in June.

5 6 I t is unclearwhat exact ly
caused Hunt to change hismind so suddenly, but one can
Surmise that the fear ofhis son’

s trial being used against
him in a

’

campaign , which would not only refl ect poorly
on his son but poss ibly also on what he perceived to be

his failure as a father, must have been one factor in his
decis ion .

Not only was Hunt pressured not to run aga in , but

also to resign immediately. Ifhis seat were vacated , Wyo
m ing’

s Republ ican governor, C . J . Rogers , could appoint
a Repub lican senator to finish out Hunt ’s term , thereby
giving the Repub l icans an immediate gain in the hotly

n contested senate. High level Republican officials tried to
buyHunt offby offering him a per year posit ion
on the Federal Tariff Commission5 7—a pract ice appar

ently not uncommon . Le onardW. Hall , Repub l ican Na
tional Comm ittee Chairman , admitted this general prac
t ice in a letter to White House Chief of S taff Sherman

Adams . Being concernedWith thep ossibility of such sen

sitive negotiations becoming public , which certainly would
have embarrassed Hunt , Hal l wrote :

[A] Democrat incumbent would be put in the position
of dealing with us behind the leadership of his own party

and ins tead ofaccomplishing our object ive ga ining a close

seat in the crucial Congress ional fight next November—we
would probably end up destroying a Democrat polit ically
who was otherwise friendly.

“



.at experience of a suicide in a family increases the
telihood ofother familymembers committing
Sen . Hunt did leave several letters on his desk that

om ing , but none of these gives any explanation which
.eds l ight on the real reason or reasons . One was to Per

Spencer, the pres ident of the S inclair Oil Company,
king him to help Lester, Jr. , find a job . Another was
his wife and was just “

an ordinary sort of note ,

”

and

third was to his son , s imply saying that it had nothing
do with him .

’ 1 Most of the newspaper reports explained
5 death by stating that Hunt was despondent over his
:alth . At the Senator

’

s funeral , the Hunt family learned
)m Dr. Pearly Cunningham , a dent ist from Cheyenne
1d dental school classmate ofHunt , that the Senator had
ld him he had leukem ia .

72 While acknowledging the
:alth worries , columnists Drew Pearson and Marquis
l lldS for the first t ime wrote art icles publicly accusing
elker and Bridges of attempt ing to “blackmail” Hunt
1d they linked these act ivit ies to the suicide.

Short ly thereafter, Welker and Bridges attempted to

fute the Pearson-Childs charges . A conversat ion was

inscribed betweenWelker, Bridges , Inspector Roy Blick
1d Kenneth Darnall Wood , a United States Prosecutor.

’

ter this conversat ion Blick signed an affidavit on July
1954 , in which he cert ified and stated :

1 . That Senator Bridges ofNew Hampshire did not

Senators OMahoney

and Hunt .

call me to his office to discuss the so-called Hunt
case .

2 . At no t ime anywhere did Senator Bridges ofNew

Hampshire or SenatorWelker of Idaho hand me

an envelope or any papers .

3 . At no t ime and no place did Senator Bridges of
New Hampshire or Senator Welker of Idaho say

tome or to anyone in my presence : “

Inspector, this
is your res ignation . If you do not prosecute the

Hunt boy, your resignation will be accepted
immediately.” 73

This m ight be cons idered unimpeachable proof that Pear
son

’

s allegat ions were false, but a close textual study of
the affidavit reveals that all Blick did was cast doubt upon
the spec ifics of Pearson’

s charges , not the charges them
selves . Blick never really denied that Welker and Bridges
had appl ied pressure to have Hunt , Jr. , prosecuted . He

only den ied some of the details in the Pearson account .

This attempt at vindication is indeed a feeb le one and

leads one to bel ieve that the general al legations were
accurate .

“

Hunt himself, moreover, had apparently discussed the
al leged “

b lackma il” with amember ofPearson’

s staff and
several other pol it ical friends and relatives . Will iam M .

Spencer, a cous in ofSen . Hunt and the Chairman of the

Board ofDirectors of the North American Car Corpora



Senator Hunt (right) and unidentified man .

tion in Chicago, wrote a scathing letter to HermanWelker
after the Idaho Republican eulogized Hunt in the senate .

I was shocked when I read this . It recalled to my mind so

vividlymy conversation w ith SenatorHunt a fewweeks before
he died , wherein he rec ited in great deta il the diabolical part
you played following the unfortunate andwidely public ized
episode in which his son was involved .

Senator Hunt , a close personal friend ofm ine , toldme

without reservat ion the details of the tact ics you used in

endeavoring to induce him towithdraw from the Senate, or

at least not to be a candidate again . It seems apparent that

you took every advantage of themiserywhich the poor fellow
was suffering at the t ime in your endeavor to turn it to

political advantage. Such procedure is as low a blow as could

be conceived .

I unders tood , too, from Senator Hunt , that Senator

Bridges had been consulted by you and approved of your

act ion in the matter.

7 5

Joseph O ’

Mahoney, who ran forWyoming’

s vacant senate
seat in 1954 and defeated the Republican nominee,

knew
of this attempt at keeping Hunt from seeking reelection
when he wrote,

As you know, my candidacy this year was not prompted by
any personal des ire for a '

return to publ ic l ife, but because

of the peculiar circumstanceswhich existed , namely the tac

t ics employed against Senator Hunt , and the thought that

if I did not run the reactionary Republicans might control
the Senate by default .

"



ment in an orderly , complete and rapid way ; That ' a United
Nat ions Police Force be es tab lished in accordance wi th the

original intent ion of the Charter which shall be superior in si ze
and arm ament to any forces available to the member nat ions for
the ma intenance of c ivil order ; And , finally ,

that the proposal

be permanently in effect and repeatedly offered unt il it is
accepted . This letter was s igned by Ralph E . Flanders , Lester

C . Hunt , H . Alexander Smith , Walter F . George , Es tes Kefauver,

Margaret Chase Smi th ,
Robert C . Hendrickson

,
Charles W .

Tobey , Lister Hill , M ike Monroney , Edward J . Thye , A . W illis
Robertson , John C . Stenn is , Brooks Hays , Laurie Batt le ,

A . S .

J . Carnahan , with authorized signatures byJames C . Auchincloss ,

Frances P . Bolton ,
Walter H . Judd , Christ ian A . Herter ,

Robert

Hale and John W . Heselton . Letter to the President , February
26 , 195 1

, Offic ial Fi les , Box 1075 , 394 -B -D isarmament

1945 -April 195 1 , Truman Papers , Harry S . Truman Presiden
tial Library , Independence , M issouri .
Woody , Senate Career of Les ter C . Hunt , p . 31 .

One person who feared the communist threat was a 12-year-old
girl from Detroit , Michigan . She sent a letter to President Truman

in which she wrote : “
My dear Mr . Government , if you want to

be elected next election do something about the communists . You

should get at least a small group of of 100 or 200 men such as

army , navy , marines , coast gard
‘

s at every wa ter system , phone

system ,
radio system and air port station if you don ’

t the com

minist governmentwill be telling youwhen to take a bath . Miss
Mary Alyce Dwyer to the President , n .d . , Official Files , Box 880 ,

File no . 263 Truman Papers .

Personal interview with Lester C . Hunt , Jr . , Chicago , Ill inois ,

December 29 ,
1979 .
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role see Donald J . Kemper ,

Decade ofFear: Senator Hennings and Civil Liberties (Colum
bia , Missouri : Univers ity of Missouri Press , pp . 5 1 -73 .

Fried , Men Against M cCarthy , pp . 198-203 .

19

I bid.

, pp . 204-218 .

I bid.

, pp . 194-195 .

Lester C . Hunt toMr . Bernier , October 22 ,
195 1 ,

Box 14 , Lester

C . Hunt Papers , Western H is tory Research Center , Univers ity
ofWyom ing , Laram ie , Wyom ing .

Un ited S tates Congress , Senate , 815 t Congress , A Bill Providing

for Civil Suits Against the United States by Persons Suffering
Damages as a Result ofDefamations Committed by M embers of
Congress in the Course of Their Official Activities , Congressional
B ill February 5 , 195 1 .

Wyoming Eag le, September 22 , 1950 .

“

Dangers in Congress ional Immuni ty ,
New York Times

Magazine, June 24 , 195 1 , Sect ion 6 , p . 14 .

New York Times , January 30 , 195 1 , p . 18 .

New York Times , December 22 , 1950 .

In September ,
1952 , Hunt denounced McCarthy

’

s Lie Tech

nique"

and stated that McCarthy had not found any communists .

“

He has not , I predict he will not . If you tell a big enough lie

and tell it often enough , someone is bound to believe [it]. Wyo
ming Eag le, September 26 , 1952 . Speaking from a posi tion of

respect , the Senator from W isconsin was believed bymany . Last

night I listened to a speech by Senator Joseph McCarthy . Senator

McCarthy gave proof that ourAmbassador at Large ,
Philip Jessup

has Communistic tendenc ies . Surely the Senatorwould not make

such a statement unless he had absolute proof that it is the truth .

G . C . Hemphill to Pres ident Truman , August 23 ,
195 1 , Offic ial

Files ,
Box 1757 , OF Truman Papers .

Barton R . Voig t , “Joseph C . O
’

Mahoney and the 1952 Senate

Election inWyoming . (Master ofArts Thesis , University ofWyo
m ing , p . 18 .

Lester C . Hunt toWandell Elliott , March 12 , 1954 ,
Personal Box ,

Hunt Papers . Governor Barrett presentedMccarthy to the crowd
at the Diversion Dam on Sunday , October 12 ,

1952 , saying : “

I

love
,
adm ire and respect him as an outs tanding citi zen of the

Uni ted S tates and as a Senator . Wyoming Statejournal, Octo

ber 14 , 1952 , p . 1 . In his speech to the est imated lis teners ,

McCarthy called the Democratic party the “

Commie-crat
”

party .

“

Gett ing down to cases in the Communism -in -

government issue ,

McCarthy likened hun ting Communists to killing skunks , which
he recalled as a disagreeable , but necessary , task ofhis boyhood .

In both ,

‘

the worse you smell
, the more successful you are ,

’

the

fiery Senator said . When McCarthy asked ,
Do you want the

skunk hunt ing stopped?
”

the crowd roared back No!
" “

McCar

thy closed his speech wi th another ringing appeal to elect

Republ ican candidates all down the line
, and the crowd

obviously in complete agreement all afternoon—shouted and

clapped its approval . Riverton Review, October 16 ,
1952 , pp .

1 , 5 .

Wyoming State Tribune, March 23 ,
1953 ; Casper Tribune

Hera ld, March 24 , 1953 .

President E isenhower expla ined why he did not publicly oppose
McCarthy . As for Mccarthy . Only a short-sighted or completely

inexperienced individual would urge the use of the office of the
Presidency to give an opponent the public ity he so avidly desires .

Perm i t me to say that I think there would be farmore pro
gress made aga inst so-called ‘

McCarthyism
' if individuals of an

opposing purposewould take it upon themselves to help susta in
and promote their own ideals ,

rather than towait and wa il for
a blasting of their pet enem ies by someone else . Frankly ,

in a

day when we see journalism far more concerned in so-called

human interest , dramat ic inc idents , and b itter quarrels than it
is in promot ing constructive understanding of the day's problems .

I have no intentionwhatsoever ofhelping promote the publicity
value of anyone who disagrees wi th me—demagogue or not !

Pres ident Eisenhower to Dr . Milton S . E isenhower ,
October 9 ,



1953 , AnnWhitman Files , Box 3 , DDE Diary
'

October 1954

Eisenhower Papers , Dwight D . Eisenhower Presidential Library,
Abilene ; Kansas .

Laramie Bulletin, March 25 , 1954 .

New York Times , January 7 , 195 1 , p . 46 ; San Francisco Chroui

cle,
June 20 , 1954 , p . 1 .

Denver Post, April 8 , 1952 , p . 1 ; April 9 , 1952 , p . 40 .

Letter to author fromMike Manatos , LesterHunt
’

s Administra
tive Ass istant , April 30 , 1980 ; Excerpt from the Drew Pearson
Program , heard at p m . overWABD-TV (NY) and Dumont

Televis ion Network ,
June 20 , 1954 , S tyles Bridges Papers , New

England College , Henniker ,
New Hampshire ; Drew Pearson arti

cle in Raw lins Da ily Times , June 23 ,
1954 , p . 2 , Casper Morn

ing Star, June 22 ,
1954 , p . 8 , Rock Springs Daily Rocket, June

23 , 1954 , Northern Wyoming Daily News , June 23 , 1954 , and

Laconia [New Hampshire]Evening Citizen, June 23 , 1954 . Later

ci ted as Pearson article , June , 1954 .

People in the 19505 did not view homosexualitywi th tolerance .

Society cons idered this type ofbehavior abnormal and a s ickness
which requ ired medical attention . A 1950 Congressional report
examining the employment of homosexuals in government

defined a homosexual as a pervert lacking in “

moral fiber ,
who

“

violate[s]moral codes and laws and the accepted standards of

conduct . Because of their vulnerab ility to blackmail ,
homosexualswere seen as prime targets for foreign governments

recruit ing espionage agents in this country . United S tates Con
gress , Senate , 815 t Congress , 2nd Sess ion , Subcommittee on Inves
tigations Report submitted to the Comm ittee on expendi tures in
the Executive Departments , Employment ofHomosexua ls and

Other Sex Perverts in Government, Document No . 241 ,

pp . 1 -8 . Homosexuali ty could also damage a poli t ical career .

Allen Drury gave an example of this in his 1959 novel , Advise
and Consent , part ially based on Hunt

'

s case . Persons of
_

all

political persuasionswould consider us ing it . Today we received
a letter from a purported Army lieutenant cla im ing he had been
picked up in the Wardman Park by Mccarthy , gone wi th him
to Mccarthy

'

s home , and while the Lieutenant was half drunk ,

Mccarthy committed sodomy . He offered to tes tify to this effect
and sa id he knew Other officerswhom McCarthy had picked up .

He claims McCarthy prom ised him a transfer and never got it .

”

Whatever the reason , homosexuali ty could be used as aweapon .

Memorandum from Ralph Mann to W illiam Benton , January
3 . Box 4 , Senate Privileges and Election ,

W illiam Benton

Papers . Alger H iss ’ defense wanted to discredi t Whi taker
Chambers by showing him to be. a homosexual , among other

things , and therefore part of their invest igation concentrated on

this aspect . However , this defense was not used because it was
feared the prosecut ion would counterattack wi th allegations of
T imothy Hobson

’

s homosexuality . Hobson was Hiss ’

s tepson .

AllenWeinstein , Perjury : TheHiss-Chambers Case, (New York :
Alfred A . Knopf, pp . 383 , 583 , and passim.

Pearson art icle , June ,
1954.

Washing ton Times Hera ld, October 7 , 1954 , p . 5 .

Senator Hunt was sens itive about his polit ical reputat ion ,

we were often caut ioned that we had to behave in a certain
fashion ,

because it would win you or lose you votes . There was

a lot of that going on in our lives , Interview with Hunt ,
Jr .

“

The Trial of Buddy Hunt proved to be a heart-rendering
experience for the Senator , because he felt so deeply that

it was a reflection upon his family . Letter to author from M ike
Manatos , April 30 , 1980 . TheWyoming papers and their respec
t ive countieswhich carried a s tory on LesterHunt , Jr .

'

s , trial are :
Albany County Laramie Republican Boomerang ; Carbon

County Rawlins Daily Times ; Laramie County Wyoming State
Tribune and Wyoming Eag le; Natrona County Casper Tribune

Herald and Casper Morning Star; Platte County Guernsey



L . C . Hunt , Senator, Poss ib ilities , receivedMay 3, 1954 , Alpha

file on Les ter C . Hunt , Eisenhower Papers . One of those listed
was for the Tari ff Comm iss ion , with a yearly salary of

for a six-year term .

Leonard W . Hall to Sherman Adams , June 15 , 1954 , Records

ofLeonardW . Hall , Box 84 , 24-F Personal #1 1954 , Eisenhower
Library .

Casper Tri bune
-Herald, June 20 , 1954 .

Jos eph O ’

Mahoney to Milton Coffman , July 16 , 1954 , Box 180

Spindle File , O
’

Mahoney Papers .

Regrets exceedingly at this date to advise you that , due to per

sonal reasons beyondmy control , namely health , I am compelled

towithdraw my announcement as a candidate for reelection to

the United S tates Senate.

"

Hunt toJ . J . Hickey , Democratic State
Central Comm ittee , June 4 , 1954 , Personal Box , Hunt Papers .

Wyoming Eagle, June 22 , 1954 .

Denver Pos t, June 20 , 1954 , p . 12 .

I talked wi th Doctor Fi tzgibbon , who told me ofyour con

versationwith him on Saturday , and I can only say that I appre

ciate and unders tand your reasons . Dr . Fitzgibbon was amember

of the American Dental Assoc iat ion . Francis J . Garvey to Lester

C . Hunt , June 8 ,
1954 , Personal Box , Hunt Papers . Drew Pear

sonwrote in his diary on June 19 , 1954 :
“

About two weeks ago
Hunt went out to the Naval Hospital and afterward announced

that he was ret iring from the Senate because ofhis health . Actu

ally Dr . Calvert says there
’

s nothingwrong wi th his health . Tyler

Abell , ed . ,
Drew Pearson Diaries , 1949-1959 (New York : Holt ,

Rinehard and Winston , p . 323.

Bes ides health , another reason given by Hunt was the phys ical
strains that a campaign would entail . and knowing the rigors
of a state wide campaign ,

I have decided to withdraw from the

political scene ,
andwill not be a candidate for re-election . Lester

C . Hunt to L . H . Heyl , June 18 , 1954 , Personal Box , Hunt

Papers . In May ,
Hunt

’

s campaign plans had included rent ing
a bus , having it properly painted"

and an organ installed , and

then campa ign ing throughout the state in it . Hunt to Senator

Earle Clements ,
May 25 , 1954 , Clements Papers .

T . A . Larson wrote that Senator Hunt was overwhelmed by per

sonal and pol it ical problems . T . A . Larson ,

’

H istory of Wyo
ming , 2ud ed . (Lincoln , Nebraska : Univers ity ofNebraska Press ,

p . 572 . On Friday . June 18, 1954 , SenatorMcCarthy stated

that he was investigating a Democrat ic senator for
“jus t plain

wrongdoing , not connectedwith the communist issue . San Fran

cisco Chronicle, June 19, 1954 , p . 9 . Shortly after Hunt ’s death ,

Senator Karl Mundt of South Dakota , 3 friend of Mccarthy ,

ACapitol pol ice guard reported that Senator Hunt on his way

to his office appeared to be in except ional spirits . [and]
commented pleasantly on theweather . The policeman paid
no attention to the rifle as Hunt

“ frequently carried things into
the building from his car . Memorandum of Private W. Paul

Flynn to Office of the Captain , June 19 , 1954 , Capitol Pol ice
Records , Senate Detachment , Washington ,

D C . Carl Solberg

wrote that the miasma of intim idat ion and slander that

McCarthyism spread overWashington in the spring of 1954 had

everything to dowith Hunt 's death . The Grand Inquisit ion had
reached into the Senate and cla imed a vict im . Carl Solberg ,

21

Riding High: America in the Cold War (New York : Mason

Lipscomb-Publishers , pp . 188-190 .

Maurice L . Farber , Theory of Suicide (New York : Funk and

Wagnalls , p . 17 .

G . Donald Niswander , Thomas M . Casey , and John A . Hum

phrey , A Panorama of Suicide : A Casebook of Psycholog ica l

Autopsies (Springfield , Illinois : Charles C . Thomas , Publ isher ,

p . xi .
David Lester ,

Why People Kill Themselves : A Summary of
Research Findings on Suicidal Behavior (Springfield ,

I llinois :
Charles C . Thomas ,

Pub lisher , p . 26 .

Hunt , Jr interview. Senator Estes Kefauver wrote : He [Hunt]
had some sensit ivi tieswhich caused him to beworried about his

son and he took his own life . Estes Kefauver to Ralph Jerome

Woody , July 24 , 1963 , Judic iary Committee Correspon

dence—88th Congress Box , Estes Kefauver Papers , Univers ity of
Tennessee , Knoxville , Tennessee .

Hunt , Jr . , interview.

A ffidavit dated July 9 , 1954 , and undated transcript . Bridges

Papers . An undated note was also found in the Bridges Papers
containing Hunt , Jr .

’

s , address , phone number , date and place

of arrest , arrested solicit ing as a queer ,

"

and the phrase
“

gone

to Cuba . Pearson hadwanted to publish the "

blackmail story

in December of 1953 six months prior toHunt
’

s death
, but Tracy

Mccraken , influent ial Wyoming Democratic publisher had
“

pleaded with him not to do so . At that time Hunt had told

Jack Anderson of Pearson
’

s staff that publication of the s tory

would cause hiswife to “

die
” from addit ional agony and embar

rassment . Because of the strong objections ofWelker and Bridges ,

Pearson cla imed to have had a
“whale of a t ime getting Bell

Syndicate to distribute the column he wrote subsequent to Hunt ’s
suic ide . Abell , cd . ,

Drew Pearson
’

s Diaries, pp . 321 -323 .

Some critics charged that Pearson
'

s article was only one of his

usual attacks against prom inent pol itical figures withwhom he

disagreed polit ically . For an example of this see Pearson '

s treat

ment ofJames Forres tal in Jack Anderson andJames Boyd , Con

fessions ofa Muckraker: The Inside Story ofLife in Washing ton
During the Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy andjohnson Years

(New York : Random House , pp . 122-145 . An editorial
in the pro

-Bridges Manchester Union Leader dubbed Pearson
’

s

allegat ions a pro-communist attack .

“
This left wing campaign

will be directed by a group ofCommunists , pro-Communists and
liberals whomake their headquarters in New York C ity ,

Wash

ington and other points on the Eastern seaboard .

'

These left
w ingers are out to destroy any senator who has stood up against
Soviet Russia . Manchester [New Hampshire] Union Leader, July
15 , 1954 , Bridges Papers . This attempt at red

-baiting fails in
its efforts to explain Pearson '

s allegations while completely ignor
ing the pressure obviously appl ied on Hunt . Pearson did g ive
Bridges an opportunity to refute the charges by invi ting the

Senator to write a column on any subject he des ired . Bridges ,

however , refused , saying that if l had the g ift and power
tomake each of the 850words a jewel ofrhetoric or if you should

increase your offer a m illion fold , therewould be no atonement

for the damage you have
-done . Words once eng raved on the

human intellect can never be erased by more words or polished

gems of thought . [emphas is added ] Styles Bridges to Drew Pear
son , August 16 , 1954 , Bridges Papers .

William M . Spencer to Herman Welker , December 29 ,
1954 ,

Bridges Papers .

Joseph O ’

Mahoney to J . B . Sullivan , November 17 , 1954 , Box

183 , Correspondence # 1 , O
’

Mahoney Papers .


