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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF WYOMING 

 
FRIENDS OF ANIMALS, 

  
Petitioners, 

                       v. 
 
DOUG BURGUM, et al., 

 
    Respondents.                             

  
 
 
 

Civil No. 2:25-cv-204-KHR (Lead)  
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AM. WILD HORSE CONSERVATION, et al., 
 
   Petitioners,      Civil No. 2:25-cv-212-KHR (Joined)  
 
  v.  
 
DOUG BURGUM, et al.,  
 
   Respondents.  

 
JOINT MOTION TO VACATE DEFAULT BRIEFING DEADLINES AND  STAY 

PROCEEDINGS FOR 60 DAYS 

Petitioners and Respondents (collectively, “the Parties”) jointly and respectfully request 

that the Court vacate the default briefing deadlines for this case and stay proceedings in the 

above-referenced case for 60 days, through May 10, 2026. Good cause exists for this request 

because the Parties presently anticipate that further litigation in this case may be unnecessary. 

Pursuant to Local Civil Rule 7.1(b)(1)(A), the Parties conferred regarding this motion and now 

move jointly. 

On September 2, 2025, Petitioners, Friends of Animals, filed their complaint challenging 

the decision of the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) to gather wild horses on herd 

management areas in a region commonly referred to as the Wyoming Checkerboard. On 

September 10, 2025, Petitioners, American Wild Horse Conservation et al., filed suit challenging 

the same. On January 26, 2026, the Court consolidated the two cases.  

At this time, Respondents do not anticipate they will gather wild horses pursuant to the 

decision challenged in these cases this fiscal year. Accordingly, in the interest of judicial 

economy and the Parties’ interest in avoiding further litigation, the Parties now seek a 60-day 

stay, until May 10, 2026, to allow the Parties additional time to determine whether further 

litigation is necessary. The requested stay may avoid the need to expend the parties’ and the 

Court’s resources on unnecessary filings.  Landis v. North American Co., 299 U.S. 248, 255 

(1936) (“[T]he power to stay proceedings is incidental to the power inherent in every court to 
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control the disposition of the cases on its docket with economy of time and effort for itself, for 

counsel, and for litigants.”). 

NOW THEREFORE, the Parties respectfully request that the Court enter an order as follows: 

1. All proceedings in the above-captioned litigation are stayed until May 10, 2026. 

2. The default briefing deadlines pursuant to Local Civil Rule 83.6(c) are hereby vacated.  

3. Respondents shall promptly notify the Court if BLM changes its intention not to conduct 

a wild horse gather pursuant to the challenged decision during the current fiscal year. 

Any such notification shall be provided at least 60 days before any proposed gather is 

scheduled to occur.  

4. No later than May 10, 2026, the Parties will file a joint status report updating the Court 

on the status of the case and advising the Court whether it is necessary to extend the stay 

or proposing next steps for proceedings in the case. 

 
 
Dated: March 11, 2026 
 
 
Jennifer Best (Admitted pro hac 
vice) 
Friends of Animals, Wildlife Law 
Program 
6041 S. Syracuse Way, Ste. 250 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111 
Phone: (720) 945-9453 
jennifer@friendsofanimals.org 
 
Donna Domonkos 
Wyo Bar No. 5-2981 
Domonkos Law Office, LLC 
P.O. Box 168 
Cheyenne, WY 82003  
(307) 426-5015  
donna@dandt.llc 
 
Counsel for Petitioner Friends of 
Animals 
 

 
 
 
ADAM R.F. GUSTAFSON, 
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Division  
 
MEREDITH L. FLAX, Deputy Section 
Chief 
 
/s/ Jacob Jose  
JACOB JOSE, (CO Bar No.59582) 
Trial Attorney 
United States Department of Justice  
Environment & Natural Resources 
Division  
Wildlife & Marine Resources Section  
Ben Franklin Station  
P.O. Box 7611 
Washington, D.C. 20044-7611 
Tel: (202) 341-1749 
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/s/ William S. Eubanks II 
William S. Eubanks II 
Eubanks & Associates, PLLC 
1629 K Street NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20006 
(970) 703-6060 
bill@eubankslegal.com 
 
Leah C. Schwartz 
Wyo. Bar. No. 7-5019 
Parsons Behle & Latimer 
20 E. Simpson Avenue 
Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5130 
LSchwartz@parsonsbehle.com 
 
Counsel for the AWHC Petitioners 
 

Fax: (202) 305-0275 
Email: Jacob.Jose@usdoj.gov 
 
DARIN D. SMITH 
United States Attorney 
 
/s/ C. Levi Martin     
C. LEVI MARTIN (WY Bar #6-3781) 
Assistant United States Attorney 
P.O. Box 668 
Cheyenne, WY 82003 
Telephone: (307) 772-2124 
christopher.martin@usdoj.gov 
 
 
Attorneys for Respondents  
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